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The Cleveland Museum of Art 



IMPRESSIONIST PORTRAITS SPANNING 50 YEARS 
COMING TO THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 


EXHIBITION Faces of Impressionism: 

Impressionist Portraits from American Collections 

DATES May 28-July 30, 2000 


CONTENTS Fifty-five works dating from about 1 855 to about 1905, including individual 
and group portraits, figures in landscapes, and self-portraits. They are drawn 
from more than 30 museums and private collections across the United States. 

ARTISTS The 14 artists represented were among the most influential artists of the 19 th 

century: Bazille, Caillebotte, Cassatt, Cezanne, Courbet, Couture, Degas, 
Fantin-Latour, Gauguin, Manet, Monet, Morisot, Pissarro, and Renoir. 


SIGNIFICANCE This is the first exhibition to focus on the beloved Impressionist artists’ 

revolutionary ideas about depicting people, though many exhibitions have 
presented their light-filled paintings of Paris and the French countryside. 
Forsaking the traditional conventions of formal portraiture just as they 
abandoned recognized painting techniques, these artists usually portrayed 
their sitters in informal settings, engaged in activities that provided clues to 
their identities and personalities. 

HIGHLIGHTS Major works include portraits commissioned and paid for by well-to-do 
patrons (for example, Cleveland’s Romaine Lacaux by Renoir), as well as 
paintings the artists kept in their own studios their entire lives (e.g., Degas’s 
portrait of his sister and brother-in-law, Edmondo and Therese Morbilli). 
Subjects range from the art connoisseurs of the age (Cezanne’s Victor 
Chocquet) to the artists’ children (Pissarro’s daughter Minette, who died in 
childhood), plus telling portrayals of their fellow Impressionists (Manet’s The 
Monet Family in their Garden at Argenteuil). 


ADMISSION 

AND 

INFORMATION 


Advance ticket purchase is recommended, especially for weekend and 
evening hours. Tickets are $8 weekdays, $10 weekends. Discounts are offered 
for seniors, students, and children. Free tickets available for members starting 
Feb. 16; general public sales start May 2. A recorded tour will be available 
for $4. Tickets and information will be available online at 
www.clemusart.com or by calling 1-888-CMA-0033. 


HOURS Regular museum hours are Tuesday through Sunday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., 

Wednesday and Friday 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Hours are extended for this 
exhibition only Tuesday and Sunday until 6 p.m. and Thursday and Saturday 
to 9 p.m. (Sold out Saturday, June 3, 6-9 p.m.) 


(over ... ) 
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MEDIA CONTACT 


Faces of Impressionism is organized and circulated by The Baltimore Museum 
of Art, where it premiered last autumn. The Cleveland showing is sponsored by 
MBNA America. Promotional support is provided by WDOK 102.1 FM, AM850 
WRMR, and The Plain Dealer. 

CMA’s newly appointed curator of 1 9 th -century European painting, Sylvain 
Bellenger, serves as CMA curator of the exhibition. Sona Johnston, BMA curator 
of paintings and sculpture before 1 900, is the organizing curator. 

A 1 68-page fully illustrated catalogue, co-published by the Baltimore Museum of 
Art and Rizzoli International, accompanies the exhibition. It features an essay by 
John House, professor of the history of art and deputy director of the Courtauld 
Institute of Art, London. Sona Johnston’s commentaries on the individual works 
provide biographical information on both the artist and sitter, with particular 
emphasis on the time when the portrait was painted. 

19 th -Century French Portrait Photography from the Collection of the 
Cleveland Museum of Art (May 27-Aug. 9, 2000) presents 22 works by 19 
artists, most of whom were among France’s earliest pioneers in the medium. 

They include amateurs taking pictures of relatives, as well as such commercial 
photographers as Nadar (born Gaspard-Felix Tournachon, 1820-1910); his friend 
and contemporary Etienne Carjat (1828-1906); and Andre Adolphe Eugene 
Disderi, who patented in 1 854 the carte-de-visite, a method of producing a 
number of small images on a single negative that achieved great popularity. 
Among well-known subjects are Alexandre Dumas pere, Sarah Bernhardt in 
“ Zaire ” by Voltaire , and Jean Auguste Dominique Ingres. The three most widely 
used early processes of making portraits are featured: daguerreotypes, paper 
negatives, and wet collodion on glass negatives. 

Denise Horstman, Communications Manager, (216) 421-7340, ext. 262; 
fax (216) 229-5095; e-mail horstman@cma-oh.org . 
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